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Hello Northfielders!! 

Welcome to the first NHTRA newsletter since 2013! This is your Newsletter, and so we would welcome 
any suggestions you may have about what future newsletters should contain, and if you want to put an 
article or photograph in the Newsletter please send them to northfieldtra@yahoo.co.uk or postbox on 

sheds opposite Flat 56 

 

 

What is the TRA? 

The Northfield House Tenants 
and Residents Association 
(NHTRA, or just ‘TRA’) is the voice 
of those living in Northfield House. 
In its long history, the TRA has 
been a big part of transforming 
Northfield House into a vibrant 
community with three beautiful 
gardens. We have campaigned 
successfully for many 
improvements to the block such as 
a new roof, bikesheds, gardens etc, 
and the TRA has even helped 
save Northfield House from 
threatened demolition (twice!). 

What does the TRA do? - The 

TRA does whatever residents want 
it to. It exists to make life at 
Northfield better for all its residents. 
It is a forum for residents to work 
together to organise events such as 
day trips away, picnics & BBQs, 
and to maintain the gardens. The 
TRA also represents the interests of 
residents at Southwark Council 
area housing meetings, including 
with repairs contractors, monthly 
estate inspections, Peckham 
Community Council, Police Safer 
Neighbourhoods Forum and at 
meetings with other TRAs through 
the Southwark Group of Tenants 

Organisations.  Details of these 
matters are posted on our 

noticeboard on the carpark 
sheds. ALL residents can get 
involved in these matters. 

How does the TRA work? 
We are the official Tenants and 
Residents Association recognised 
by Southwark Council to represent 
Northfield House.  The TRA is a 
democratic body, which each year 
receives funding from Southwark 
Council budgeted to serve the 
needs of residents. The TRA holds 
regular meetings, at which 
decisions are made through a 
democratic process. The meetings 
are often attended by guests such 
as Southwark officials dealing with 
Northfield, your elected councillors, 
contractors working on Northfield 
House, local police and wardens. 

Each year, the TRA’s officers and 
committee are elected at the annual 
general meeting (AGM). Any 
resident of Northfield can stand 
for a post in the TRA or a place 
on the Committee, and ALL 
residents can participate in 
meetings.   

How can I get involved? 
We’d love to see you— NHTRA 
can only work with the input of 
you, the people who live in 
Northfield.  Simply come to the 
meetings and events, meet your 
neighbours, and get involved! We 
hold our meetings every month 
(alternately on Wednesday 
evenings and Saturday mornings) in 
the Tenants Hall off Frensham 
Street. Meetings are advertised by 

posters around the block and 
leaflets delivered to each flat. Those 
attending meetings can claim 
carers’ fees of £6 per hour - apply 
to the TRA at the meetings. 

A New BBQ! 

The TRA has funded the building of 
a fabulous new BBQ in Tom and 
Emily’s garden for the use of 
residents. This is now ready for use! 
The metal trays/grills and BBQ tools 
are kept in the TRA’s shed, along 
with garden furniture and a gazebo 
– if you’d like to use them, just ask. 
(All equipment must be cleaned and 
safely returned, and bbq fuel safely 
disposed of.) 
Residents are welcome (in fact 
encouraged) to use the garden for 
BBQs and other social events. The 
only rules are: clean up ALL 
rubbish (including cigarette butts; 
these gardens are run by residents 
and are NOT serviced by the 
Southwark Council cleaners); don’t 
damage the gardens (or use them 
as a toilet!!); and be considerate of 
other residents, especially with 
noise. Have fun! 

  

 
 
Free Film Event, Sat 
5th September 
 
Following the successful free film 
showing in the garden in summer 
2014, we agreed that Northfield 
House would be a venue for a film 
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evening as part of the Peckham 
and Nunhead Free Film Festival. 
This took place on Saturday 5 
September and the garden was 
once again transformed into a 
cinema, with free refreshments 
provided by the TRA. The 
programme included live music – a 
great innovation - some kiddies’ 
films and the exceptional Iranian 
animated feature film, ‘Persepolis’ – 
an apt choice at this time of refugee 
crisis. More than 100 people 
attended the event and we hope 
those of you who were able to come 
enjoyed it. Onwards to next year! 
 

Coming Events 

Saturday 19 Dec, 10:30am: Final 
TRA meeting for 2015 

Please come! Our meetings are 
open to all residents and take place 
in the Friary & Unwin Tenants Hall, 
off Frensham Street. We will soon 
publish our schedule for meetings 
for 2016 and place on the TRA 
noticeboard. 

 

16 JANUARY 2016: ‘Fire party’ in 
the garden. Come and mark the 

new year and banish the mid-winter 
post-Xmas blues! Details to follow 
and be delivered to all flats, and 
placed on the TRA noticeboard. 
 
(AND MUCH MORE – PLEASE 
COME TO MEETINGS TO 
SUGGEST, AND HELP 
ORGANISE!!) 
 

Northfield Gardens 

It is entirely due to the hard work 
and commitment of residents past 
and present that we have three 
beautiful gardens. In 1983 there 
was a lawn in front of Northfield 
House and at the back were two 
disused tarmac clothes drying areas 
filled with rubbish from mattresses 
and fridges to old tyres and 
household waste. The residents of 
Northfield House cleared and dug 
over the two drying areas and 
designed and built two gardens with 
the help of British Telecom  

(telegraph poles) English Nature 
and others. The front garden was 
planted with trees, a hedge and 
developed as a wildflower meadow 
and fairs were held there. 

 For more than 30 years the 
residents and the TRA have put in 
many hours of hard work to ensure 
that Northfield House has its three 
precious green spaces, which have 
been recognised as sites of 
environmental importance by 
Southwark Council. Our intention 

has always been to encourage the 
return of the wildlife that lost their 
homes when the Surrey Canal 
(which used to run alongside 
Northfield House) was filled in and 
built over - while at the same time 
providing areas where residents old 
and young can relax and enjoy 
themselves.  These gardens are for 
all residents to use and the 
continued help of residents is vital 
to their maintenance.  

As well as holding social events in 
the gardens, the TRA organises 
regular work days, such as spring 
and autumn garden days, litter 
picking and planting days. These 
are a great way to get to know your 
neighbours, getting children 
involved, and getting to know the 
gardens.  

We’d like to ask that all 
residents ensure that the 
gardens are treated with respect 
– that plants are not damaged, 
branches not broken from trees 
(this can severely shorten a 
tree’s life), and that litter is taken 
away or put in the many bins 
provided. Parents, please 
remind your children of these 
points. More use of the 
gardens, especially over 
summer, means that the 
potential for damage is greater. 
The gardens are maintained 
by residents (this could be 
you, on our regular garden 
working days) and are in no 
way taken care of by 
Southwark Council. If they are 
damaged, that takes away from 
the enjoyment of residents and 
makes them less pleasant 
places to be.  
 
We’d also like to ask that ground 
floor residents to bear in mind 
that the ornamental garden 
patches on the carpark edges 

are there for the benefit of all 
residents. As well as making the 
place look better, they form a 
barrier to both noise and carpark 
pollution, and are community 
(not private) property. Lately, a 
few of these plants have been 
damaged or removed by 
residents. If a plant is causing 
issues (eg blocking light, 
scratching cars) outside your 
property, please report it to the 
TRA and we can help get it 
trimmed if necessary. 

 
 

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) – yes we 
have them! 

The Meadow & Orchard – The 

front garden, by Peckham Park 
Road, was designed as a wildflower 
meadow and we have planted an 
orchard in the centre. This is a 
lovely area for children to play in 
and learn about the natural world at 
first hand. But please be gentle with 
the fruit trees. Because of the 
special environmental nature of the 
meadow, it is looked after by 
specialist gardeners from the Trust 
for Urban Ecology (TRUE) several 
times a year. The hedges along the 
street form a barrier to reduce noise 
and pollution, and a couple of times 
a year, the members of the TRA 
pick up the litter that has 
accumulated to ensure they remain 
beautiful. If you are wondering 
about the hump in the middle of the 
garden, between the fruit trees and 
the bus stop – that is where there 
used to be an old bomb shelter, 
built during World War 2, but now 
filled in.  

Tom & Emily’s Garden - Tom and 

Emily were long term residents of 
Northfield House and keen 
supporters of the gardens project. 
They have now sadly passed away 
and the garden at the back by 
Frensham Street is named in their 
honour.  Part of Tom and Emily’s 
Garden has been set aside for 
residents to grow vegetables. The 
grass area in the middle is an ideal 
space for parties and barbecues 
when the sun is out.   



 

Hop Garden – This three-sided 

garden near the Peckham Park 
Road entrance has been 
specifically designed to have native 
trees and plants and to encourage 
wildlife to visit.  It is an ideal place 
for quiet reflection or chatting with 
friends. 

We now have three beautiful green 
spaces full of birds, bees, flowers 
and fruit. Please feel free to enjoy 
them, and of course please clear up 
afterwards. Please don’t pick the 
flowers or damage the trees and 
bushes. There are many of us and 
only a few plants. 

Northfield 
Community 

We hope to build a happier and 
safer community where we know 
our neighbours and work together 
to promote the interests of 
Northfield House.  If you would 
like the Northfield community to 
flourish how about getting 
involved in the NHTRA? It can be 

fun!  We’d love to see you—there 
are always plenty of things to do to 
keep the TRA working which need 
residents to volunteer. Simply come 
to the meetings and join the 
process!  Come along to committee 
meetings and social events, meet 
your neighbours, and get involved! 
And please do let us know if you 
have any ideas about what the 
Northfield Newsletter should contain 
– any photos etc. 

Residents Past 

Pauline Appleton, for many years 
a resident of Northfield House, 
passed away in March. Pauline was 
an enthusiastic and valued pioneer 
and participant in the TRA and the 

gardens in particular. Her presence 
at garden days, guiding us through 
the plants in the garden and 
explaining their qualities, will be 
very much missed. At her passing, 
the TRA made a donation to a 
requested cancer charity. Our 
sympathies to her loved ones and 
many friends. 
On a more joyful note, Barbara 
Engel, who alongside her close 

friend Pauline was likewise a TRA 
and garden pioneer, and is now a 
resident of Haslemere, Surrey and 
much-missed around here, was 
married to Bob Lane in Portsmouth 
on August 29th. The TRA marked 
the occasion by presenting the 
happy couple with a pair of fuchsia 
plants. We wish them many years 
of happiness together ahead! 
 

Of noise, rubbish… 
and parking 
The Northfield community is the 
sum of its parts, and we’d like to 
remind all residents that being 
considerate of your neighbours 
is the best way to build a happy 
community. On this front, noise, 
rubbish disposal and parking 

are areas where consideration is 
particularly needed. While we 
are very lucky to have a 
fantastic cleaner, Danny, 

servicing Northfield for 
Southwark Council – it is also up 
to residents. 
 

 
 

Northfield rats don’t look like this (usually) 

 
Please remember that your 
neighbours can hear you, inside 
and out! Please use the rubbish 
bins properly – don’t simply 
dump rubbish in stairwells or 
outside chambers – THIS 
ATTRACTS RATS - and please 
be especially careful not to block 

chutes (if it is bigger than the 
chute, it is unlikely to make it all 
the way down!). For large items 
– mattresses, old furniture etc – 
rather than simply dumping 
them, contact Southwark 
Council to come and remove 
them. Southwark’s regular 
collection of recycling takes 
place on Wednesdays, and bags 
for this are supplied to all flats. 
You can also use the recycling 
bin near the bikesheds in the 
carpark – but remember this is 
for recyclable rubbish only 
(despite what some of our local 
shops seem to think!)  
Please, please, do not spit in 
the stairwells and walkways, 
and if you own a dog – please 
clean up after it. Dog mess in 
the gardens and carparks is 
unpleasant and a health hazard 
for all residents, especially 
children. 
 
And finally… parking. As 
Northfield is not part of 
Southwark’s parking scheme 
(meaning parking is free for all), 
it is particularly important to park 
considerately. As always, 
remember your neighbours! 
 

Anti-Social 
Behaviour 
 At times, Northfield House 
public spaces and stairwells see 
anti-social behaviour – flytipping, 
commercial waste dumping, 
vandalism, littering, alcohol and 
drug abuse, spitting, rough 
sleeping, toileting, dog mess, 
noise, crime, traffic offences, 
and more. The block is patrolled 
regularly by police and 
Southwark Wardens – and they 
encourage residents to always 
report bad behaviour, at any 
time – please use the numbers 
below. Don’t be shy about this – 
more reports (which are treated 
confidentially) means more 
action. And let the TRA know, so 
that it can be raised at police 
neighbourhood meetings too. 
 



 
 

Bikesheds 
The green secure bikesheds in 
the carpark are a great example 
of what the TRA – which applied 
for them, and secured funding – 
can achieve for residents. The 
sheds are administered by two 
cycling organisations, 
BikeAway and Cyclehoop, on 
a waiting-list basis. If you would 
like a shed, apply to them – 
contact details are displayed on 
the sheds. 
 
These sheds were expensive to 
install, but rent on the sheds is 
cheap and heavily subsidised by 
government in order to 
encourage cycling. The rules are 
strict – sheds are strictly for 
bikes actually being used and 
MUST NOT be used for 
purposes other than bike 
storage (using them for 
general storage can result in 
contract being terminated). 
And sheds cannot be passed on 
personally – if you no longer 
need yours, you must cancel 
your contract, so it can be 
passed on to the next person on 
the waiting list. 
 

 
 
 
 

Old Kent Road 
Community Forum 
With the Old Kent Road area 
likely to see significant 
development over coming years, 
(with possible options including 
an extension of the Bakerloo 
line to Old Kent Road… 

perhaps with a station on the 
corner of Old Kent Road and 
Peckham Park Road), 
Southwark Council has been 
running a series of ongoing 
meetings at local venues to 
discuss themes including 
transport, housing, retail, 
business and regeneration, with 
the intention of designing a 
‘vision for the Old Kent Road’. 
Meetings are open to all – while 
the schedule for 2016 has not 
been published, we will let you 
know when, and you can read 
about past meetings and join the 
discussion at 
https://oldkentroadfuture.wordpr
ess.com. To join the mailing list 
for future meetings, contact 
Kevin.Dykes@southwark.gov.uk
. 

 

 
 
 

Useful information: 
For environment and waste 
disposal issues, including 

reporting flytipping and removal 
of bulk waste – tel 0207 525 
2000 or see the Southwark 
Council website 
(southwark.gov.uk) for email 
form (please do not simply dump 
your large rubbish – report it 
beforehand and the council will 
remove it promptly) 
Council officers for Northfield: 
Housing officer: Juliet Ugoji 
juliet.ugoji@southwark.gov.uk 
Technical officer: Jeff Stewart 
jeff.stewart@southwark.gov.uk 
Repairs manager: Justin Hall 
justin.hall@southwark.gov.uk 
POLICE: Livesey Safer 
Neighbourhoods Team: 0208 
721 2436; mobile 07920 233 
922 
(the SNT encourage all 
residents to use this number to 
report any issues. If no answer, 
please dial the Police non-
emergency line 101, or for 
emergencies, ALWAYS dial 
999)  
Southwark Community 
Wardens: 0207 525 5846; 
mobile 07940 743 954 
Elected councillors (Livesey 
Ward): 

Evelyn Akoto: 
evelyn.akoto@southwark.gov.uk 
Richard Livingstone: 
richard.livingstone@southwark.g
ov.uk 
Michael Situ: 
michael.situ@southwark.gov.uk 
 (the councillors run monthly 
clinics at Frensham Street Hall – 
see noticeboard outside hall) 
Member of Parliament 
(Camberwell and Peckham): 
Harriet Harman MP: 

hhaarrrriieett..hhaarrmmaann..mmpp@@ppaarrlliiaammeenntt..

uukk
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